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for review within 30 days after the al-
leged discrimination occurs. An appli-
cation is considered filed— 

(1) On the date delivered if delivered 
a person to the Office, or 

(2) On the date mailed to the Office. 
(d) Running of the time of filing. The 

time for filing begins when the em-
ployee knows or has reason to know of 
the alleged discriminatory activity.

§ 865.13 Investigation and conference 
procedures. 

(a) Within 7 days after receipt of any 
application for review, the Office shall 
mail a copy of the application for re-
view to the person alleged to have 
caused the discrimination, shall file 
the application for review with the Of-
fice of Hearings and Appeals and shall 
notify the employee and the alleged 
discriminating person that the Office 
will investigate the complaint. The al-
leged discriminating person may file a 
response to the application for review 
within 10 days after he receives the 
copy of the application for review. The 
response shall specifically admit, deny 
or explain each of the facts alleged in 
the application unless the alleged dis-
criminating person is without knowl-
edge in which case he shall so state. 

(b) The Office shall initiate an inves-
tigation of the alleged discrimination 
with 30 days after receipt of the appli-
cation for review. The Office shall com-
plete the investigation with 60 days of 
the date of the receipt of the applica-
tion for review. If circumstances sur-
rounding the investigation prevent 
completion within the 60-day period, 
the Office shall notify the person who 
filed the application for review and the 
alleged discriminating person of the 
delay, the reason for the delay, and the 
expected completion date for the inves-
tigation. 

(c) Within 7 days after completion of 
the investigation the Office shall invite 
the parties to an informal conference 
to discuss the findings and preliminary 
conclusions of the investigation. The 
purpose of the informal conference is 
to attempt to conciliate the matter. If 
a complaint is resovled at an informal 
conference, the terms of the agreement 
will be recorded in a written document 
that will be signed by the alleged dis-
criminating person, the employee and 

the representative of the Office. If the 
Office concludes on the basis of a sub-
sequent investigation that any party 
to the agreement has failed in any ma-
terial respect to comply with the terms 
of any agreement reached during an in-
formal conference, the Office shall take 
appropriate action to obtain compli-
ance with the agreement. 

(d) Following the investigation and 
any informal conference held, the Of-
fice shall complete a report of inves-
tigation which shall include a sum-
mary of the results of the conference. 
Copies of this report shall be available 
to the parties in the case.

§ 865.14 Request for hearing. 

(a) If the Office determines that a 
violation of this part has probably oc-
curred and was not resolved at an in-
formal conference, the Director shall 
request a hearing on the employee’s be-
half before the Office of Hearings and 
Appeals within 10 days of the scheduled 
informal hearing. the parties shall be 
notified of the detemination. If the Di-
rector declines to request a hearing the 
employee shall be notified within 10 
days of the scheduled informal con-
ference and informed of his right to re-
quest a hearing on his own behalf. 

(b) The employee may request a hear-
ing with the Office of Hearings and Ap-
peals after 60 days have elapsed from 
the filing of his application.

§ 865.15 Formal adjudicatory pro-
ceedings. 

(a) Formal adjudication of a com-
plaint filed under this part shall be 
conducted in the Office of Hearings and 
Appeals under 43 CFR part 4. 

(b) A hearing shall be held as prompt-
ly as possible consistent with the op-
portunity for discovery provided for 
under 43 CFR part 4. 

(c) Upon a finding of violation of 
§ 865.11 of this part, the Secretary shall 
order the appropriate affirmative relief 
including, but not limited to, the rehir-
ing or reinstatement of the employee 
or representative of employees to his 
former position with compensation. At 
the request of the employee a sum 
equal to the aggregate amount of all 
costs and expenses including attorneys’ 
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